Pastoral Council Minutes
Saint John the Evangelist Parish
November 25, 2025

Present:	Father Zachary Greenwell, Richard Hadnagy, Chris Rowe, Suzy Steck, Jennie Chancey, Wayne Bardell, Cathy Sedberry, Art Johnson, Raquel Nuñez, Kandi Kozlowski
Call to Order: Rich Hadnagy
Scripture/opening Prayer: Father Zachary
Chairperson’s Report: None
Updates to Minutes: None

Old Business 
Chris Rowe is preparing visuals for setting up the facilities in Guadalupe and St John Halls.  She has also reviewed and discussed the classrooms’ set ups.  The only complaint received is regarding the room used for the kindergarten class.  
Chris has also talked to the Enterprise Rescue Squad about AED training for ushers, sacristans and other interested parishioners.  The Rescue Squad requests a donation for the training.  An amount for the donation was discussed and a training date of January 24, 2026 was recommended with a back-up date of January 31.
 
New Business:   None

Ex-Officio Organization Reports
a) Catholic Youth Ministry:  We have about 80-90 regular attendees at our youth night and (middle and high school students) with 5-12 regular volunteers helping run the meals, teach lessons, and oversee the Youth Nights on Wednesdays.  They've been great!
We had our first bonfire with the youth a couple weeks ago - big thanks to Shaun, Kenneth, and Chris for their help! (Knights)
Upcoming: We will have an adoration night for the Youth on Wednesday, Dec. 3rd in the church, and our annual Christmas Market on December 13th (9am-3pm).  We still need a couple Crock Pots for cooking pork, and we need volunteers especially on the day of the market to help with selling/serving food (in the kitchen) and with clean-up, as well as donations for the bake sale. We'll be recruiting students to volunteer, too, especially as this benefits them!  If you or anyone you know is inspired to volunteer, please let me (Lauren Clark) know!
b) Finance Council: Fr. Zachary reported that the budget is being completed and that a search is being conducted for 20-40 acres of land.
c) Knights of Columbus: Wayne Bardell discussed the Food for Families program noting that last year’s second collection for this effort raised $4,000.  He also discussed the Essay and Poster Contests, the Shop with a Cop program, the Christmas Parade participation, assistance with Christian Mission meals, and the donations being received for the Veterans home in Montgomery.
d) Ladies Guild: Cathy Sedberry reported on the Guild’s recent speakers. Jodie Williams with Enhabit Hospice shared what they do for those with health needs.  As a result of her presentation, we prepared ten bags to be given to their elderly patients for Christmas. Jennie Chancey spoke with us about their family life in Africa, how they helped the natives learn to sew and helped with the children. 
Our Fall Bake Sale was a huge success, many thanks to our parish.  We sold over $2,500 in cookies, pies, cakes, and candies along with sales from the Chinese auction.
We are planning our Christmas party for December 15th. All ladies in the parish are invited. The Deanery meeting will be held at our church on January 31, and the Little Sisters of the poor will provide the program.  
The Guild will provide altar flowers on the first Sunday of Advent in memory of deceased members. 
e) Montessori School: Chris Rowe reported that the school will be closed next week for Thanksgiving break. Their Christmas program is December 9 at 1:00pm in St John Hall. The school will be closed from December 17 until January 7.
f) Facilities: no report
g) Beautification: Art Johnson stated that they are on track for fall maintenance.  The lawn looks good, and many positive comments are being received.

Ministry Reports
a) St. Mary’s, Geneva: no report
b) Bereavement: Chris Rowe reported on the deceased/funeral services.
	Joseph Michael Doyle
26 Oct 1942-22 Dec 2023
Janice Doyle
26 Nov 1952-13 Dec 2022
	Mark Doyle (son) & Diane Doyle 
Fr. Zach celebrated a funeral Mass in the chapel on 24 Oct 2025 at 11 am; burial at Our Lady of Angels Cemetery; trays provided for gathering at family home

	
Carl Thomas Morgan
14 May 1989-30 Sep 2025
	
Debra Davis (mother)
Fr. Zach celebrated a funeral Mass at St John Catholic Church on Saturday, 22 Nov 205 at 10 AM.  Burial followed at Our Lady of Angels Cemetery.


	The annual Memorial Mass was celebrated on All Souls Day, Sunday, November 2, 2025 at 4 PM.  Fr. Zach read the names of the faithful departed submitted to him.  Those names were placed on the altar for the month of November.  Ninety-three candles were lit for loved ones who passed away during the current calendar year.  Following the mass, there was a reception in St. John Jall.  Thanks to Wayne Bardell and The Knights of Columbus who assisted the Bereavement Committee with the set up and clean up for the reception.


c) Christian Services / HEARS:  Suzy Steck reported that thirteen clients received financial assistance for utility bills.  Also, more clients are receiving food each month as changes have been made to the system for offering the food.  Five clients could not be helped as either their bill was above the $300 limit or it had been less than six months since they received assistance.
Cathy Sedberry will be the point of contact listed in the bulletin for this ministry.
d) Sick and Homebound: Rich Hadnagy reported that there have been no changes.
e) OCIA: Jennie Chancey noted that the group is “bursting at the seams” and is very enthusiastic.
f) Hispanic Community: Raquel Nuñez discussed the Guadalupe Novena to be held starting on December 4 - 11 at 6:30 pm. The activities on December 12 will begin with the rosary at 5:30 followed by music from 6:00 until 6:45 and mass at 7:00.  A community Potluck meal will be held after mass.
The Posada novena will be held December 16 – 24.  The first eight days will start at 6:30 and the last day at 5:30.   
g) Religious Education: no report
h) Liturgy/Decorations: no report
i) Parish Community and Life: Wayne Bardell recommended that the church purchase 300 burgers and hot dogs and invite parishioners to bring other foods 
Parishioner Issues/Discussions: Kandi Kozlowski, who has been volunteering with the Christian Services ministry, was present at this meeting of the Pastoral Council to discuss the methods of distributing food by the Christian Services ministry and by another source in the parish.
President’s Remarks: Father reported that Archbishop Rivituso may be coming and wants to visit with the Ladies’ Guild during their service activity. 
Upcoming Calendar Events:
Fr. Zach will be in Washington DC with the National Guard from December through February.

The meeting was closed with prayer by Father Zach.
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